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SUB J : NAMIAIA - VORSTER'S INTERVIEW WITH LONDON TIMES 

1 . ACCORDING TO AFTERNOON PRESS REPORTS FEB 16, PRIME 
MINISTER VORSTER, IN HIS FIRST SUBSTANTIVE STATEMENT ON 
NAMIBIA SINCE THE PROXIMITY TALKS, TOLD LONDON’S "THE TIMES" 

IN AN INTERVIEW THAT HE IS STILL COMMITTED TO GRANTING SWA 
INDEPENDENCE BEFORE THE END OF 1978. VORSTER REPORTEDLY 
SAID THAT SOUTH AFRICA COULD ACCEPT WHATEVER WAS DECIDED 
BY THE PEOPLE OF SWA, AND THE PEOPLE HAD DECIDED ON A 
ONE MAN, ONE VOTE ELECTION BEFORE THE END OF THIS YEAR. 

HE WAS FURTHER QUOTED AS SAYING THAT SOUTH AFRICA HAD 
FULFILLED ITS COMMITMENTS AS THE MANDATORY POWER, BUT 
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THAT THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY HAD DECIDED TO 
HAND SWA OVER TO A COMMUNIST ORGANIZATION, SWAPO. HE 
REPORTEDLY ADDED THAT SOUTH AFRICA WAS NOT WILLING TO 
HAND THE TERRITORY OVER TO A "COMMUNIST ADVENTURER" OR 
TO A COMMUNIST-ORIENTED ORGANIZATION (SWAPO), WHICH WAS NOT 
FORMED IN SOUTH WEST AFRICA BUT WAS "CONCEIVED IN SIN” BY 
FOUR WHITE COMMUNISTS IN CAPE TOWN. 
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2. MEANWHILE, OPPSOTION LEADER COLIN EGLIN IN PARLIAMENT 
ON FEB 16, SAID THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH AFRICA HAD A RIGHT TO 
KNOW AND WANTED TO KNOW THE CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE 
SUDDEN RETURN FROM NEW YORK OF THE FOREIGN MINISTER. 

EGLIN CALLED ON THE GOVT TO TELL THE PEOPLE WHETHER IT 
WOULD TAKE THE INITATIVE IN RESUMING INTERNATIONAL 
NEGOTIATIONS OR WHETHER THE NEXT MOVE WAS UP TO THE WEST. 
NELSON 
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